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PROFESSIONAL HISTORIANS 
ASSOCIATION (WA) INC 
 
PO Box 8381  
Perth Business Centre  
PERTH WA 6849 
http://www.professionalhistorianswa.org.au 

REGISTER OF CONSULTANTS 
 
Membership of a Professional Historians Association in Australia requires accreditation 
under a National Standard endorsed by the Professional Historians Australia (PHA).  This 
document is available via the PHA Website. 

Fees charged by members differ according to their qualifications, expertise and the length 
of the project being undertaken as indicated in PHA's Scale of Fees.  The availability of 
members is likely to be subject to work in progress. 

Whilst each PHA (WA) member must adhere to the PHA Code of Ethics and Professional 
Standards for Professional Historians in Australia, the Association cannot guarantee that a 
member will be suitable for a specific project or task.  This list is published in good faith 
and with due care but reminds those who use it that the PHA (WA) members named below 
are independent professionals and should be treated as such.  

The names and details for PHA (WA) members who are currently available for employment 
follow.  

 

PROFESSIONAL HISTORIAN CATEGORY 
 
BRUCE BASKERVILLE BA (Hons), PhD, Dip FHS	
   	
   	
   	
   M: 0451 199 124	
  
        E: mrbbaskerville AT gmail.com 

Is an Independent Public Historian, with 25 years’ experience in public and private practice 
in New South Wales, Norfolk Island and Western Australia.  Involved with numerous 
historical and heritage societies and is a UWA Honorary Research Fellow in History.  
History research and writing specialisations include cultural landscapes, Crown reserves 
and commons, convicts, place names (toponyms), viceroyalty and LGBTI histories.  Can 
also advise on heraldry and commemorative plaque programs.  History-related blogs 
include historymatrix.  Heritage specialities include thematic histories, comparative studies, 
statements of significance and heritage nominations and has authored over 30 CMPs for 
heritage items.  See the State Heritage Office’s InContact site for details.  Available for 
commissions in the metropolitan and Batavia Coast regions.  Curriculum Vitae available on 
request. 

 
KRISTY BIZZACA BA (Hons), MA Public History M: 0417 090 476 
 E: kristybizzaca AT bigpond.com 

Has worked as a heritage consultant and professional historian since 1998.  Has 
qualifications in English, history and public history specialising in the research of the post-
European settlement and the built environment of Western Australia.  Extensive 
experience in: the preparation of heritage assessments, conservation plans, thematic 
histories and municipal inventories; the development of museum and interpretation 
projects; and, undertaking significance assessments of archives and heritage collections.  
Availability part-time.  Curriculum Vitae and quotes available on request.  
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JENNIE CARTER BA (Hons), Grad Dip Lib Studies P: 08 9279 8777 
 E: wa.research AT gmail.com 

Registered business name: Historical Research and Publication Services.  Historian 
researcher, archivist and librarian.  Experienced in Aboriginal Heritage information 
services.  Was most recently employed at the J S Battye Library of West Australian 
History, first as Manager of the Archival Collections, then as Director of the Battye Library.  
Author of Bassendean: a social history 1829-1979 and co-author of Settlement to City: a 
history of the Armadale district and its people published in 2011and King Eddies: A history 
of Western Australia’s premier women’s hospital published in July 2016.  Current 
availability limited. 

 
ROBIN CHINNERY BA, Dip Ed, Grad Dip Reading Ed, MA P: 08 9386 5178 
 E: rchinnery AT starwon.com.au 

Business name: Robin Chinnery, Historian.  Qualifications in history, public history and 
education.  Extensive experience researching Western Australian history of places and 
people for heritage, conservation, interpretation and social histories.  Available for long or 
short term projects.  Curriculum Vitae available on request. 

 
CATHIE CLEMENT OAM BA (Hons), PhD P: 08 9272 3308 
  E: cc AT kimberleyhistory.com.au 

Registered business name: National Heritage.  Specialises in data about people, places 
and land tenure in Australia’s north-west.  Has extensive database and library holdings 
relevant to the locality and undertakes research at repositories throughout Australia.  
Familiar with heritage issues (Aboriginal and European), native title, editing and publishing.  
Has worked in multi-disciplinary teams and with community groups.  Current availability 
limited. 

 

CATHY DAY BA, Dip Ed, MA  M: 0419 958 932 
Heritage TODAY   E: Cathy.Day AT hotmail.com 
PO Box 635, MT LAWLEY 6929  

Has completed heritage projects within 45 different Local Government areas across the 
state.  Starting with the compilation and review of Municipal Inventories, specialisation led 
to Museum Collection Significance Assessments.  All collections can be analysed through 
the lens of a carefully developed, consistent process which will meet both Lotterywest and 
National Library of Australia requirements.  

 
IAN DUCKHAM BE, MSc, MDiv, PhD P: 08 9291 6256 
 M: 0434 922 113 
 E: iduckham AT iprimus.com.au 

Historian, oral interviewer and researcher.  Extensive project management experience in 
dealing with multidisciplinary teams.  Ten years experience in researching, interviewing, 
writing and publishing Western Australian history.  Author of six commissioned histories 
and several papers.  Interests include Western Australian indigenous, institutional, 
organisational, engineering, social and religious history.  Current availability limited. 
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DOROTHY ERICKSON BA, Assoc. Art, PhD P/F: 08 9384 6146 
  E: dorothyerickson AT ozemail.com.au 

Business name Erickson & Taylor, Art, Design and Heritage Consultants. Forty years’ 
experience researching, writing and publishing on Western Australian art, design and 
heritage including considerable experience with Western Australian heritage projects, 
conservation plans and assessments. Freelance curator and author of books and 
numerous articles on art, design and moveable heritage.  Exhibition curator, Expert 
Examiner for the Federal Government on Portable Heritage.  Shortlisted for the Premier's 
Book Award in 2016.  Winner of Individual Contribution at the Western Australian Heritage 
Awards 2017.  Publications include, Art and Design in Western Australia: Perth Technical 
College 1900-2000, A Joy Forever: the story of Kings Park, Gold and Silversmithing in 
Western Australia: A History, Inspired by Light and Land: Designers and Makers in 
Western Australia 1829-1969.  Currently working on a book and website on artist Miguel 
Mackinlay, a Dictionary of Artists, Artisans and Designers in Western Australia 1829-1950, 
a monograph on silversmith Philip Noakes and collecting material on women artists in 
Western Australia up to WWI.  Curriculum Vitae available on request.  

 
CRIENA FITZGERALD	
  BA (Hons), Grad Dip Public History, PhD  
 P: 08 9386 2759 
 M: 0417 980 553 
  E: crienafz AT iinet.net.au 

Twenty years’ experience in oral history interviewing including work for the J S Battye 
Library of West Australian History and for Professor Jim Hammerton’s Ten Pound Poms 
publication.  Author of A Press in Isolation: a history of the University of WA Press and 
'Kissing can be Dangerous' The Public Health Campaign to Prevent and Control 
Tuberculosis in Western Australia, 1900-1960.  Currently an Honorary Research Fellow at 
the University of Western Australia.  Interests include social history, women’s history and 
particularly medical and occupational health history.  Available for long or short term 
contracts. 

 
PRUE GRIFFIN BA, Grad Dip Public History, MA App Heritage Studies 
 P/F: 08 9471 8086 
 M: 0424 469 906 
 E: prue.griffin AT gmail.com 

Qualifications in history, public history and cultural heritage.  Experienced researcher and 
historian in post European settlement in Western Australia.  Research of people, places 
and buildings undertaken with a particular interest in heritage and conservation issues.  
Extensive experience in the preparation of heritage assessments, conservation 
management plans and municipal heritage inventories.  Available for long or short term 
projects.  Curriculum Vitae available on request. 

 
KERRY KING BA (Hons), Grad Dip Public History, PhD (Dean’s List) 

M: 0422 905 398 
E: kerryking13 AT iinet.net.au 

Currently a Research Fellow with the Griffith Criminology Institute, Griffith University and 
assisting the ARC Laureate Fellowship Project ‘Prosecution and the Criminal Trial in 
Australian History’.  Specialises in all aspects of legal and parliamentary historical research 
and has a particular interest in the history of the criminal law and affiliated matters including  
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corruption oversight and imprisonment.  PhD entitled ‘A lesser species of homicide- 
Manslaughter, negligent and dangerous driving causing death: the prosecution of drivers in 
Western Australia, 1946-2011’ was completed in 2014 and will soon be published as a 
monograph.  Honours thesis investigated the criminalisation of incest in Australian law.  A 
diverse range of experience researching contemporary legal matters with a historical 
dimension such as native title.  Almost twenty years in the public and private sector providing 
services and advice to law firms, mining companies and State and Commonwealth 
departments, including as an expert witness.  Has extensive experience preparing complex 
reports and other investigative and analytical written materials for litigation, parliamentary 
reports and advice, assessments and policy.  Winner of the 2015 Margaret Medcalf Award.  
Curriculum Vitae available on request.   

 
LEONIE B LIVERIS BA (Hons), MPhil, PhD P: 08 9385 9039 
 E: eureka286 AT yahoo.com.au 

Historian and researcher.  Specialist in cemetery history and church history (Eastern 
Orthodox).  Consultant on cemetery renewal and gender issues in the church.  
Publications include The Dismal Trader, Memories Eternal. 100 years of Karrakatta 
Cemetery; Monuments and Masons and Ancient Taboos and Gender Prejudice.  Adjunct 
Senior Research Fellow at Curtin University.  Chairperson of Metropolitan Cemeteries 
Board.  Current availability limited.  Curriculum Vitae available on request. 

 
MICHELLE MCKEOUGH BA (Hist), Grad Dip Public History, PhD, Honorary Research 
Associate, Murdoch University       

 M: 0419 043 217 
E: drmmckeough AT bigpond.com 

Qualified and published Historian with extensive experience writing public history and 
experience working as Historical Consultant for documentary television.  Specialises in the 
period 1880s-1930s in particular social histories: health and sanitation; repatriation and 
post-WWI civilian life; welfare and charity.  Thesis and post-doctoral work examines the 
bubonic plague in WA and the Great Depression era.  Has also researched and written 
histories from the convict period up to modern times and produced works for the wider 
public.  Registered business and ABN.  Curriculum Vitae and quotes available on request.  

 
CLARE MENCK BA (Hons) P: 08 9472 7857 
PO Box 3073, CARLISLE 6101 E: clarenerida AT iinet.net.au 
Specialist in the history of Western Australia after European settlement.  Extensive 
experience in research and writing for heritage and conservation projects, especially 
thematic studies, having worked in the heritage field since 2001.  Available for long or short 
term projects.  Curriculum Vitae available on request. 

 
HELEN MUNT BA, Grad Dip Public History, Assoc Dip Performing Arts (Media) 
          M: 0417 955 623 
               E: hbm AT linq.net.au 

Experienced historian, heritage and interpretation consultant, specialising in Western 
Australian history since European colonisation and working in many regional areas around 
the State.  In addition to private commissions, has been engaged as a consultant to local 
and state government as well as agencies including the Heritage Council WA, Rottnest 
Island Authority and Metropolitan Redevelopment Authority.  Has also worked in the 
museums/collection management, archives and oral history sectors.  Writer/producer of 
award winning interpretive/site specific theatre and performance relating to historic events, 
places and people, and activating historic spaces and buildings.  Available for short or long 
term contracts.  Curriculum Vitae and quotes available on request.  
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ROBYN TAYLOR BA, Cert Ed, PhD, Grad Dip Art & Design, Cert Museum Studies 
 P: 08 9574 2578 
 E: rdtaylor AT iinet.net.au 

Historian and writer of Western Australian history with specialist interests in the visual arts 
and architecture.  Has extensive experience working on heritage related projects, heritage 
assessments, conservation plans and municipal heritage inventories.  Curatorial 
experience with major WA art museums and collections.  An accredited Oral Historian. 
Works independently, and as co-principal of Erickson & Taylor: Art, Design and Heritage 
Consultancy.  Curriculum Vitae available on request.  

 
DOMINIC WALSH MA                            M: 0437 740 969 

E: dominic_walsh AT hotmail.com 

Historian specialising in the built environment of the post-European settlement in Western 
Australia. Previous work includes a survey of Perth’s heritage buildings for "Heritage 
Perth", interpretation research for Round House, Fremantle & Historian on numerous 
documentaries, including “Who’s Been Sleeping in My House?”.  Currently working for 
Dome Coffees researching heritage buildings undergoing renovation.  Availability limited. 

 
JENNIFER WEIR BA, PhD, Grad Dip Management, Leadership, Assessment & Evaluation 
PO Box 1146, BOORAGOON 6954                                                              

M: 0402 243 535 
                               W: www.townandgown.com.au 

Registered Business Name: Town and Gown Research and consultancy Services.  A 
Fellow of the Royal Historical Society (United Kingdom), services include historical 
research, briefings, literature reviews, peer reviews and publications of various types.  Vast 
experience in the areas of policy development, strategic planning, business planning, 
organisational development and quality assurance services.  This, together with extensive 
knowledge of governance, ethics and research methods, offers clients unique and high 
quality skills in project planning and development.  Availability flexible.  Curriculum Vitae 
available on request.  

 

PROFESSIONAL HISTORIAN (ASSOCIATE) CATEGORY 
 
SINEAD BURT BA (Hons), Cert Museum Studies M: 0403 486 634 
PO Box 675, MOUNT LAWLEY 6929                       E: sinead AT collectedhistories.com.au 

Registered business name: Collected Histories. Has qualifications in English, history and 
museum studies, with specialisation in costume (historical and contemporary).  Historian, 
interviewer and researcher.  Experience researching Western Australian history for clients 
that include the National Trust.  Interests include social history, material culture, and 
collections management (including Significance Assessments).  Curriculum Vitae and 
quotes available on request. 

 
W P (Bill) REYNOLDS P: 08 9330 2166 
 E: billcricket AT bigpond.com.au 

Registered business name: Cricket Researchers. Member of Australian Society of Sports 
Historians. Member of Association of Cricket Statisticians and Historians.  Specialises in 
cricket history and player records.  This covers club histories, WA cricket grounds and  
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players etc. from Test cricket level to club to Country Week to Darlot Cup (local private 
schools).  Regular contributor to national and international cricket publications.  Has over 
30 years’ experience and authored 100 Not Out - a History of Country Week Cricket in WA, 
and Making the Grade – the history WACA District cricket.  Availability part-time.  

 

JACQUI SHERRIFF BA, Grad Dip App Heritage Studies, Cert Museum Studies   
M: 0400 050 115  

E: jacquisherriff.heritage AT gmail.com 

Historian, researcher, curator and heritage manager with over twenty years’ experience 
working with various community groups, organisations and state and local government.  
Qualifications in history, philosophy, heritage management and museum studies.  
Extensive experience in oral, social and institutional histories, heritage and significance 
assessments, conservation planning and delivery, thematic histories and municipal 
inventories, interpretation and community engagement planning and delivery, and place 
and collection management.  Curriculum Vitae and quotes available on request.  

 
JULIA KAY WALLIS BA (Hons), Grad Dip App Heritage Studies  P: 08 9384 6767 
 M: 0421 477 034 

 E: juliakay AT highway1.com.au 

Researcher and oral history interviewer.  Has worked for local and State organisations and 
universities including the National Trust of Australia (WA), the State Library of Western 
Australia and the UWA Historical Society.  Also worked with local history and heritage 
centres and museums and has been commissioned to work on individual projects such as 
family histories.  Past projects include the East Perth Power Station Historical Research 
Project, the RSPCA History Project, the Metropolitan Cemeteries Board History, the 
Southern Cross History Project, the Yarloop community history project and the Midland 
Railway Workshops History Project.  Special interests include local history and heritage, 
social history, work history (including unionism), sport and environmental history.  Also 
conducted workshops for the Oral History Association of Australia (WA Branch) for several 
years and has organised volunteer training courses for the National Trust of Australia 
(WA). 

 
GRADUATE HISTORIAN CATEGORY 

 
SANDRA C CURTIS	
  BA    M: 0410 042 075 
Cultural heritage consultant with practical experience in heritage issues, conservation of 
the built environment and museum work within Western Australia.  Qualifications in 
Cultural Heritage and Anthropology, youth studies and architecture.  Work has included 
producing statements of significance, exhibition development and generating interpretation 
plans for local museums, the National Trust (WA) and State Heritage Office.  Has owned 
and operated a business in the construction industry for nearly 30 years.  This involved 
conservation work of historic homes in Western Australia.  Interests in the culinary 
practices of settlers in Western Australia and the built environment.  
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ALYSSA GILCHRIST BA (Hons)  M: 0401 763 732 
PO Box 3044, CARLISLE SOUTH 6101                                       E: alyssa AT quac.com.au 
            W: www.quac.com.au 

Registered business name: Qu.A.C.  Experienced historian and archaeologist who has 
been working in Heritage Consulting in Australia since 2006.  Qualifications in Australian 
History and Archaeology.  Extensive experience in cultural heritage management and 
heritage assessments, undertaking historical research into the history of places and report 
writing and editing.  Available for long or short term projects.  Curriculum Vitae and quotes 
available on request. 

 
CARMEL GIVEN BA  P: 08 9313 7975 
 M: 0400 930 597 

E: carmel AT carmelgiven.com 

Available for work in the Perth metropolitan area to research and write history, specialising 
in conservation plans, local municipal heritage inventories, heritage impact statements and 
heritage assessments.  Highly skilled in formatting and design for conservation plans and 
similar large/complex documents.  Past historical research projects include conservation 
plans (eg Boulder Town Hall, Pinjarra Post Office, Walcott Centre fmr Midland Railway 
Workshops) and heritage assessments (eg John Curtin Senior High School, Claremont 
Primary School).  Worked on interpretation projects with designers including 'The Hidden 
Valley: A History of the Harvey Valley before the Dam' at Harvey Visitors’ Centre and Old 
Derby Gaol and Boab Tree.  Curriculum Vitae available on request. 

 
KAYLENE HEARD BA, Grad Dip Public History  P/F: 08 9384 7230 
 M: 0488 276 988 
 E: hkaylene AT hotmail.com 

Registered Business Name: Kaylene Heard Historian & Researcher.  Available for 
historical work for museum, archival and public heritage collections including the 
cataloguing and describing of film, photos and artefacts.  Currently working part-time at the 
WA Maritime Museum on the McKenna photographic collection.  Past work has included 
the research and publication of three volumes on film held at the State Film Archives of 
WA (assisted by grants from the WA History Foundation) as well as projects involving 
extensive research at the J S Battye Library of West Australian History and the State 
Records Office of WA. 

 
MATTHEW IBBITSON BA (Hons)  P: 08 9493 5339 
 M: 0409 080 761 
 E: mibbitson AT optusnet.com.au 

Registered business name: Westralia Research and Consulting.  Historian specialising in 
historical research, oral history, heritage and applied technology.  Also highly skilled in 
academic publishing, production management, formatting and design.  Currently working 
as a casual employee; Archaeological Report Editor, for Gavin Jackson Cultural Resource 
Management.  Previous research assistance to such projects as the Lotterywest 75th 
Anniversary History Project, the Australian Dental Association (WA) History Project, the 
Greek Migrant History Project and the Mundaring Volunteer Bush Fire Fighter History 
Project.  Availability flexible.  Curriculum Vitae and quotes available on request. 
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MALCOLM TRAILL BA, MA, Grad Dip Library Studies  P: 08 9845 1556 
PO Box 5716, ALBANY 6332 M: 0437 410 041 
 E: history AT summerhousealbany.com 

Registered Business Name: Malcolm Traill History & Heritage. Specialist (and based in) 
Albany and the Great Southern region.  Experienced in library research as a former Battye 
Historian and Albany Local Studies Librarian.  Projects include conservation plans and 
heritage impact statements (in conjunction with architectural firm, H+H Architects) for 
Denmark District Hospital, Vancouver Arts Centre, Scots Church Albany and White Star 
Hotel.  Worked on interpretation plans with designers for the Albany Welcome Walls, Brig 
Amity, Albany Golf Club, Albany Waterfront Project and Kalgan Crossing site.  Also has 
museum exhibition design, Indigenous project skills, and municipal heritage inventories 
and oral history experience.  Curriculum Vitae and quotes available on request. 

 

HISTORICAL RESEARCHER CATEGORY 
 
JUDITH MURRAY BA (Hons)  M: 0400 073 114 
PO Box 454, BUSSELTON 6280                           E: lockeville AT westnet.com.au 
 
Registered business name: Judith Murray Cultural Heritage + History.  Experienced in the 
research of local history and the built environment.  Specialising in the research of people, 
places and buildings to provide documentary evidence for conservation management 
strategies, conservation plans and assessments, heritage reports, heritage impact 
statements and significance assessments.  Particular interests include the Arts and Crafts 
period and early vernacular structures.  Working as a heritage consultant and specialising 
in the southwest area.  Supporting Australia ICOMOS through institutional membership.  
Curriculum Vitae available on request.  

 


