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MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE REPORT 2024/2025
Management Committee
The PHA (WA) Management Committee comprised:
· Jacqui Sherriff, President/PHA 2nd delegate
· Lucy Hair - Vice President
· Malcolm Traill – Secretary, Membership Secretary, PHA delegate
· Prue Griffin – Treasurer
· General members – Carmel Given, Julie Lunn and Sian Ferraz

I would also like to acknowledge Carmel’s ongoing efforts as our “Communications Coordinator”, updating our website, social media channels and Register of Consultants. We also extend our thanks to Robin Chinnery for her continued support of our association by serving as a co-opted member of the Credentials Sub-Committee. 

The Management Committee met four times during the year, as well as dealing with organising events, tasks and issues that came up between meetings. As we do not have a regular meeting venue at the moment, two of these meetings were held online. The other two were held here in Perth, followed by Management Committee dinners. 

Before we move onto the detail of this year’s achievements, it is worth reflecting on the role and purpose of PHA and what it offers members as a checkpoint to the following key activities and actions:
· Regular notification of employment opportunities, including subscription to a national employment bulletin
· Copies of the national quarterly e-bulletin Historia and Circa: The Journal of Professional Historians Australia
· Listing on their state or territory PHA’s register of consultants
· Access to continuing professional development activities
· Information on business matters such as obtaining professional insurance.

Key Activities and Actions for 2024-2025 
· One of the highlights of our year was the very successful History Slam, which we hosted at the State Heritage Conference in May 2025. We received very positive feedback on the event, with requests from interstate colleagues for guidance on how to host similar events and local interest in us hosting History Slams at other conferences etc. We are working with DPLH to make the History Slam an annual feature of the State History Conference. 
· Another highlight was our very own Lucy Hair’s invitation to give the 2025 Wilson Oration in June 2025. Lucy’s presentation on her work with UWA on the history of Chinese in Western Australia was outstanding and received many commendations from PHA members across Australia who tuned in. We thank Lucy for agreeing to give the lecture and giving PHA WA representation in the national arena. 
· We completed the legal deposit of PHA WA records, newsletters etc with the State Library of WA up to 2012. Once again, we would like to thank Lucy Hair for her leadership and work on achieving this. 
· We have continued to provide advice to individuals and organisations on accessing the services of professional historians and developing history projects – noting that there were significantly fewer this year than in recent years. 
· We reviewed our group insurance policy scheme and introduced some additional questions with the renewal to address identified risks. 
· We continue to update the Register of Consultants as requests come in from members. 

Membership
Current financial members as at 16 October 2025 - 44
Professional – 23
Professional Associate – 6
Graduate - 8
Retired – 6
Historical Researcher – 1

We did not accredit any new members or transfers from other PHAs during the year. 

PHA (National Committee)
Malcom served as the WA delegate to the PHA national body, with support from Jacqui as second delegate.   

We would like to acknowledge and thank Malcom for his work with the national committee. Not only is he the national Membership Secretary, he is also chairing a sub-committee looking at standardising membership across the PHAs. Malcolm will give us a brief update on this as part of our meeting under General Business. 

The PHA National Conference for 2025 is being held in Darwin on 25 & 26 October. To assist PHA WA members to attend the conference, the Management Committee agreed to offer three (3) $750 bursaries to go towards costs. One application was received and endorsed by the Management Committee.

Both Malcolm and Jacqui are attending the conference. We wish Malcolm well in his presentation. Both Malcolm and Jacqui will attend are chairing sessions and will attend the PHA AGM. 

Other Activities 
Committee members have continued to contribute to other committees and affiliate organisations including the National Archives Perth Consultative Forum and History Council of WA. During the year, we were successful in our approach to have a representative on the State Records Advisory Committee. 

Committee members who are also members of organisations such as AmaGA also keep our committee updated of their activities.  back from those meetings attended including the network groups such as History and Performing Arts Heritage.

Looking ahead to 2025-2026 (and beyond)
· State Heritage Conference – 7 & 8 May 2026, Northam. Hopefully hosting another Slam!  
· PHA National Conference to be hosted by one of the eastern states PHAs in 2027.
· PHA(WA) will be hosting the 2029 PHA National Conference in 2029, which coincides with our 40th birthday and Western Australia’s 2029 commemorations. 
· Ongoing engagement with the 2026 and 2029 bicentenary commemorations in association with like-minded organisations.  

Conclusion
On behalf of all Members of PHA (WA), I would like to thank and acknowledge the work of the Management Committee and co-opted members and a special thanks for the following for helping to organise the 2025 AGM - Malcolm (venue and getting us all organised), Julie (invitation and setting up the Eventbrite RSVP), Lucy (catering) and of course Nick Drew and the Royals for hosting us today.  

Finally, I would also like to thank my fellow committee members for their teamwork and support of each other throughout the year. It is a significant number of volunteer hours they have contributed for our membership. And on behalf of the Association, I also thank them all for renominating for the coming year. 
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